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This article was taken from Pastor Andyôs blog dated  

October 29, 2009. 

It is one thing to be told to become God-focused 

people, but usually more impactful is a living exam-

ple. If you have any doubt that David was such a 

man, consider his prayer in Psalm 119:88, "In Your 

steadfast love give me life, that I may keep the testi-

monies of Your mouth."  

What typically drives our prayers? Self-interest. 

And though John Piper in Desiring God effectively 

shows us that happiness in God is perfectly compati-

ble with our own happiness, we have to admit that 

often our prayers fall short of that, boiling down to 

mere self-interest. Even our prayers for the lost, for 

many of us, often are not driven by God's glory in 

Christ's conquering grace but by the deep-seated 

feeling that if we pray for them, witness to them and 

lead them to Christ, God will be a bit more pleased 

with us. Much of our praying, if we're honest, is 

more about us than about God. 

David's prayer in Psalm 119:88 stands out in stark 

contrast to that. He longs that God, in His love, 

would give him life. So far his prayer is unremark-

able. I've witnessed the prayers of many people in 

hospitals who prayed desperately for their own 

lives. Why? Almost without exception for reasons 

like the following: Because they feared death. Be-

cause their families would miss them. Because they 

wanted to continue experiencing the joys of earthly 

life. These are natural prayers to pray when our lives 

are threatened. But David's prayer is supernatural: 

"In Your steadfast love give me life, that I may keep 

the testimonies of Your mouth." David wanted life 

for one reason: that he might have another day on 

earth in order to say 'no' to his fleshly longings and 

say 'yes' to pleasing God through obedience. Only 

one thing could have motivated such a prayer - the 

conviction that his joy in God's glory through his 

obedience outweighed his joy in anything else. 

Ultimately, every decision we make today will be 

motivated by the expectation of joy. By God's grace, 

let's join David in the expectation that our joy will 

be most fully realized in God's pleasure, making us 

prayerfully happy to be alive simply so we might 

obey Him to His glory. 

 

 

To respond to this blog or to read additional blogs please visit  

http://www.trinitychurchminot.org/blog.htm 

 

David's God-saturated Perspective 

Here are some new additions to the self-serve Book Store 

table which is located in the Trinity Church Library. 

Take some time to stop in and look for some books to 

read as our weather gets colder.  These books would also 

make excellent gifts. 

 

§ ESV Bible, charcoal color with crown design 

§ ESV Bible, navy with John 14:6 design 

§ Adopted for Life by Russell D. Moore 

§ Growing Up Christian by Karl Graustein 

§ What is a Healthy Church Member by Thabiti M. 

Anyabwile 

§ The Gospel for Real Life by Gerald Bridges 

§ The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the  

      Christian Faith  by Timothy Keller 

Book Store TableBook Store Table  

http://www.trinitychurchminot.org/blog.htm
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There are just a few weeks remaining to donate a 

Christmas box for children in need. If youôd like to  

participate, please see the Operation Christmas Child 

display in the Fellowship Hall. (There are pre-made 

boxes available.) 

 
 

The Trinity Church  

collection date  

for all  contributions is  

Monday, November 16th at 12 noon 
(in order to be shipped in time for Christmas) 

 

To help cover the costs of shipping the items, please  

include a check for $7.00 payable to Samaritan's Purse 

inside your shoe box. Write "Operation Christmas 

Child" on the memo line. For complete details please 

see the brochures provided on the display table, or     

contact Cindy Capp (679-2031) or Tonya Critz          

(837-8839) with any questions. 

 
 

Remember to pray for the child that you have created the 

Christmas box for. Thank you for taking part in this  

valuable ministry to needy children and their families.  
Hello Friends! 

Greetings with love from Toulouse!  Weôre thinking of 

you with (!!) gratefulness as we serve as your partners 

here in France.  Weôre now looking forward to our ñFall 

Start-upò and renewing relationships...maybe you also? 

Hoping this finds each of you encouraged as the Lord 

fills your life & leads you! Thank you so much for your 

prayer and financial support. 

Ǆ  Emilie & Michael 

 

 

 

Enjoy this postcard from our missionaries  

in Toulouse, Michael & Emilie Gibbons 

(printed with permission from the Gibbons) 

Check your mailbox for our new church directory. 

There are some extras on the counter by the copier if 

you would like extras for your office or your car. If 

they run out please let the office know and weôll      

happily print more for you.  Thank you for helping us 

keep our information current! 

The postcard message is also printed below for easier reading. 

As our weather turns chillier, now is the time curl up in 

your favorite chair with a good book.  Here are some 

new titles that will be coming soon to our library.   

 

§ The Prodigal God:  Recovering  the  Heart  of 

Christian Faith by Timothy Keller 
 

§ Why We Love the Church:  In Praise of Institutions 

and Organized Religion  by Kevin DeYoung 
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You can stay up to date with whatôs happening with The Town Church    

(and the founding father and mother) at www.thetownftc.org.  

McCormack UpdateMcCormack Update  
By David and Helen McCormackBy David and Helen McCormack  

 

As you read this, our first quarter of the school year is over!  We are thankful that 

H1N1 or Swine Flu, has not yet hit our campus. However, every time students or fac-

ulty travel for a field trip, for class trips or sports competitions, the risk is real.  Some 

on campus have had colds or coughs, but so far, David and I have remained well.  

Please pray for health for us all. 

 

The shortage of teachers in the Discovery Program may improve as we see the possibility 

for additional staff later this winter.  Please pray that additional staff would become    

available since we have one student on the waiting list and the potential for more students 

as the year progresses. A teacher has arrived for our Resource Room which benefits   

many students. 

 

Please pray for wise interaction between teachers and parents now and throughout the 

year. Some live far away and some have a limited command of the English language, 

so effective communication can be difficult.  Also, life can become more complicated 

when living in such close proximity to one another.  We work together, go to Bible 

study together, teach/work together and go to church together.  Pray that we might 

always interact in a God-honoring way. 

David & Helen 

McCormack 

Taken from The Town Church Blog dated October 20, 2009. 

Good morning! It is our second Tuesday to wake up in Fort Collins. We thank God for 

allowing us to wake up today and praise Him for His new daily mercies. It has been an 

eventful week, to say the least! Today, please pray for us in the following areas: 

1. Please pray for health. Solomon just finished a round of antibiotics for a cold turned 

to sinus/ear infection. It seems that Kirsten and Obed now have the cold. I spent Satur-

day morning in the E.R. with Asher after he became so dehydrated from a severe 

stomach virus that he could no longer walk or stand on his own. We are thankful for 

health care providers and friends that can give us wise counsel on tending to the needs of our children. Praise God that 

no one else in our family has gotten the stomach virus Asher had. Please pray that He would continue to protect us 

from this illness and that we would all begin to get back to health. 

2. We have had opportunity to meet many of our neighbors and are excited about getting to know them in the months 

and years to come. We are confident that God has intentionally placed us at this very location. Please pray that we 

would be wise in knowing how to make the most of every opportunity in reaching out to our neighbors for the sake of 

the gospel. 

3. Pray for me as I will soon begin working on building a core group. Pray that I would be wise in knowing how to 

begin this process and that I would trust God to provide the people needed to build His church. 

4. Pray for us as we begin to try to build relationships in Fort Collins. Pray that we would be able to build friendships 

quickly and start feeling connected to this community. Pray this for our boys as well as they are feeling the loss               

of friendships. 

Vince & Kirsten Black 

with their growing family 

http://www.thetownftc.org
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We believe that the Christian life is not a life of seclusion 

or isolation but of intentional, Christ-centered relation-

ships. There are several small groups meeting in homes 

and at the church throughout the week.  If you are not 

currently involved in one of these Trinity Church small 

groups, what is holding you back? We believe that every 

person at Trinity should be connected to the body 

through a small group. Please take time to prayerfully 

consider your involvement in one of these small groups.  

If you would like to know more about being involved 

please contact Cheri Ostlund at Ostlund@minot.com or         

838-2756.  

We are off to a great start with our youth small groups!  

All teens in grades 7th ï12th are invited to join us, and 

we invite you to invite a friend!  There is a small group 

for girls and a small group for guys. 

 

Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00 pm 

 
Contact Tom or Melody Baker at 839-3407  

for more information! 

The Trinity Church Thanksgiving Service will be    

Wednesday, November 25th at 7:00 PM.   
A pie fellowship will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

You are invited to the Thanksgiving Pie Fellowship on 

November 25th following the Thanksgiving Worship 

Service.  Please bring a pie to share if you are able. 

You are invited to a fellowship meal following the   

worship service on November 22nd.  

   

If you are able, please bring a main dish and  

a salad or a dessert to share.   

 

Following the Fellowship Meal will be the  

Annual Budget Meeting at 1:15 PM.  
 

(Childcare will be provided for the meeting. Please 

sign up at the nursery prior to the meeting. 
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Oct. Congregational Giving  $21,296.52 

Oct. Budgeted $ needed   $23,671.37 

Oct. Budget Over/Under  ($2,374.85)  

Annual Budget Over/Under  ($42,801.36) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hudson is now a big brother! Congratulations 
to Jason & Kassidy Skjervem as they add a 
new son to their family!  
 
Asher Obadiah Skjervem was born       
October 1, 2009 at 5:29 PM.  He was 8 lbs 3 
oz. and 20 ¼ inches long.   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Orrin & Chantel Hughes 
on the birth of their daughter!   
 
Marion Joy Hughes was born September 5, 
2009.  She was 7 lbs  15 oz. and 20 ½ inches 

long. 

The office will be closed  
November 11th for Veteran's Day and  

November 26th and 27th for Thanksgiving.  

There is no Sunday School November 29th  

 

Nov.  4 Tonya Critz 

Nov.  6 Carla Wahlund 

Nov. 16 Alexis Allen 

Nov. 17 Don May 

Nov. 18 Kathreen Carroll 

Nov. 19 Dave Kerbaugh 

Nov. 19 Jackie Carroll 

Nov. 20 Bob & Sue Ogurek 

Nov. 22 Gary Ritchie 

Nov. 23 Sid & Twilla Hughes 

Nov. 25 Bob & Marlene Hargrave 

Nov. 27 Tobias Wathen 

  

  

  

Budget Meeting  

 

November 22 

 at 1:15 PM 

 


